Edward W. Coffin
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by Douglas K. Lee

A Man of Ships, Boats, Planes and History

Edward Wayman Coffin, born August 10, 1923, son of Edward Brooks Coffin a native of
Nantucket born in 1887 and Irene Margaret Weigman Coffin (Shall) born 1901 in Poland. She
had immigrated aboard the Cunard Liner S.S. Carpathia in 1914 and landed at Boston. By the
way that was the same S.S. Carpathia that was involved in the rescue of the S.S. Titanic
passengers. Ed grew up in the house he was born in on Nantucket Island. The youngest of three
children. His older sister June Anita Coffin, Dammin passed away in the 1980's. His older
brother Theron Tristam was killed in 1945 in the South Pacific during WWII when a Japanese
Kamikaze plane struck the Bath, Maine built destroyer he was serving on as a chief machinist
mate.

Ed spent summers on Tuckernuck Island with his family and was educated at the local
Nantucket schools. Later he stayed with his mother's friend Sydney Ingraham at her home in
Belmont, Mass. and there finished two years of High School. It was at this time Ed introduced
his father to Sydney and they later married and moved to Nantucket.

After obtaining a lifeboat certificate in Boston, with the help of his seafaring father and
his Nantucket origins, he followed in his father's footsteps and went to sea in 1942 at the age of
18. That first vessel was a Waterman Line South American steamer the S.S. Beaurgard that he
signed on as mess man for two weeks, on a trip from Boston to New York. He was the officer's
mess boy and his job was to bring food from the galley to the officer's mess When he was paid
off in New York the officers tipped him well and he went ashore with more money than he had
ever had, about $40. He got a room at the Seaman's Institute at 25 South St. for $0.40 a night
and spent a couple of weeks exploring New York before shipping out again.

He eventually went to sea on a total of 21 vessels, three of which were torpedoed and
sunk in WWIL. They were the; Dorchester and the West Maximus, both coastal steamers, and
the Niderland a Norwegian freighter, which was his second ship in which he made a four

month voyage as an ordinary seaman, to South America with coal and back to Baltimore with



ore. In each case those vessels were lost on the next trip after he got off. Ed was indeed a
very lucky man.

Although it is not on his list of ships, Ed told me that early on he sailed on a wooden
schooner barge towed by tug on a coastwise trip. This was from a different era than his other
vessels.

He acquired his A.B. papers in 1943 and continued shipping out on merchant marine
freighters, tankers and troop ships. In 1943 he shipped out on the S.S. Catago an ex Fruit
Carrier that had accommodations for 18 passengers. They carried a group of nurses and supplies
from New York to London in a "slow" convoy with other ships. He said it was the worst trip he
was ever on. They worried all the way across that they would be torpedoed at any minute. Ships
were being sunk all around them every night. Then later in 1943 he made a trip in the S.S.
American Robin an old WWI Hog Islander, from New York to Casablanca with supplies and
500 to 600 German prisoners back.

After getting his discharge from the S.S. Christobal in September of 1944, a troop
transport in which he had gone to France and back to New York, Ed went to an USO sponsored
dance for officers. Of course he was not an officer but that didn't slow him down one bit,
confidently showing up looking distinguished in his civilian clothes. Since he had been a young
man Ed had always been well dressed in a Harris Tweed type jacket and a tie, which has been
his lifetime personal dress code. He still dresses in this manner to this day. As Ed would say
the clothes made the man, be careful talking to much and look intelligent. In fact the evening of
the dance he was met at the door by none other than Mrs. Thomas E. Dewey, the wife of New
York Presidential candidate Dewey. She was the young debutantes' chaperone and never
blinked an eye letting Ed in. He picked Barbara Nelson out of the group of young girls and
asked her to dance. He said he wasn't much of a dancer but managed to shuffle around a bit.
After that they struck up a relationship and continued to correspond. She was a beautiful young
girl just out of high school.

The next vessel he shipped out on was the T2 tanker S.S. Catawba Ford. He was on her
for almost a year running back and forth through the Panama Canal on a shuttle run between

Venezuela and the advancing fleet in the South Pacific with oil. They kept up a zig-zag course



all across the Pacific. It was a very tedious run and after a while most of the crew wanted
nothing more than to get off. In fact one of the engineers attempted to sabotage the machinery
so he could go home to his new wife. However he was found out and the engine quickly
repaired. There were numerous fights aboard over gambling between the sailors and the Navy
Gun Crew. The Catawba Ford was an armed ship carrying a 5" 58mm at the stern and a 3"
50mm on her bow, as well as six 20mm mounted machine guns. Much to the amusement of the
~crew Ed received a steady stream of perfumed letters from Barbara. Eventually he received his
discharge at New York in August of 1945 and had a bundle of money between $3,000 and
$4,000. This was the last ship the Ed sailed on as an A B.

Using some of his savings, Ed enrolled at the Boxell School of Navigation in Boston for

\
a two month course and upon passing three days of exams, acquired his 3 mate's certificate.
After that he resumed shipping out with a better position and improved pay check.
It was then that Edward Wyman Coffin and Barbara McKee Nelson were married on

I
™ Avenue". The Nelsons were

October 13, 1945 at New York City in "the big cathedral on 5
well positioned. For their honeymoon they went first to Nantucket for a week and then to
Tuckernuck to stay with Ed's father's brother, at Uncle Byron's farm. It was quite a shock for a
New York City debutante, who showed up in high heels. Afterwards they went back to New
York to live at the Nelson's apartment while Ed continued to ship out.

He then made two trips in 1945 as 3™ mate in the Vassar Victory, a steam turbine vessel
with 5700 HP. He boarded that ship at New York and went through the Canal to Stockton, CA
to load canned goods and then back to New York. He made two trips in her in 1945 and 46.
Next he sailed on three Gulf Oil tankers, the S.S. Golden Hill, the S.S. Gulf Moon and his last
trip was aboard the oil tanker S.S. Gulf Peak in 1948. Ed realized that going to sea was no life
for a family man, particularly in tankers which generally had quick turnarounds so that there
was very little time ashore. The Captain was very nice to the new couple allowing them to stay
aboard while the tanker was in port, but it was obvious to Ed that it wasn't going to work out in
the long run.

After he came ashore, Ed went to work for Mr. Nelson's Port Wentworth Corporation at

Savannah, Georgia. Mr. Nelson controlled acres of paper timber, had built barges during WWII
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for the government, owned the Atlanta - Savannah Railroad and had built the Chatham Army

Airfield for B-29 Bombers, outside of Savannah, which is now known as the Savannah/Hilton
Head International Airport. Ed and Barbara moved to Savannah and for the next year and a half
he worked for the corporation. During that time among other things, he saw the railroad line
converted from steam to diesel. Ed worked mainly in the office and also had the task of
periodically exercising the big Dodge company fire truck by driving it up and down the
company roads ringing the bell and blowing the siren to make sure everything worked. While at
Savannah they built a home for themselves that he designed.

It was there that Ed got interested in flying that became a life long passion. He first took

flying lessons at Thunderbolt Field near Savannah in a J-3 Piper. Barbara also took lessons and

soloed but never flew again by herself. Ed bought a Piper Cub Coupe, which they later traded
for a Ryan ST tail dragger, that had 165 hp Kinner 5 cyl. radial hand start engine. Ed would sit
in the cockpit at the controls while Barbara swing the big wooden prop to get it started. They

| traded time on that plane with the local dealer of Taylor Craft Planes for time 1n a Super Taylor
Craft, a two seater with 65 hp. This was a new plane that would cruise at 95 mph. Ed and
Barbara flew that plane up the coast to visit her family at their summer home at Watch Hill,
Rhode Island and then flew to Nantucket and Tuckernuck to visit family After all the
excitement they flew back to Savannah. This all happened in the summer of 1948.

In the winter of 1948 - 49 Ed decided to leave Mr. Nelson's employment, as he and
Barbara decided they wanted to buy a home on the water and picked Maine out of an Atlas.
They had bought a 1926 Model T Ford touring car previously for $90.00 and stored it at
Barbara's parents place at Watch Hill. But they first came to Maine in the spring of 1949 by
bus, ending up in Rockland and staying several weeks at the Thorndike Hotel looking at real
estate to buy. It was during this time that Nate Berliowski the hotel owner and manager, who
was very nice to them, told them, after several weeks, that it was time for them to go back to
New York where they came from.

However that wasn't to be as the young couple were shown a summer cottage at Ginn's
Point on Crescent Beach, Owl Head, called "Blue Spruces", by Mr. Franklin H. Wood a civil

engineer, surveyor and local real estate broker, who would later play an important part in Ed's
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life. The house was nothing more than a summer residence with open lattice work around the

foundation. Ed paid $3,500 for the property when they acquired it from Rockland lawyer
Charles Smalley. They were able to pay for the home from funds in a savings account that Mr.
Nelson had set up for Barbara some years earlier. Mr. Nelson told them to use some of that
money to purchase the house.

Ed and Barbara made the trip back to Watch Hill and loaded up that Model T Ford with
household stuff, wedding gifts and anything else they thought they might need and headed
Down East to Maine. It took two days in the Model T to make to Rockland over the roads at
that time. The state had just finished the first 42 mile section of the Maine Turnpike from
Kittery to Portland, but the rest of the way was over the old Route 1. They arrived in the
summer of 1949 and settled here for good. Ed went to work right away winterizing the cottage
that was to be their home for many years. The first order of business was to wrap asphalt
roofing paper around the foundation and lay in a good supply of coal for the kitchen cook stove,
their main source of heat. There was a beautiful fieldstone fireplace but Ed couldn't afford the
fire wood at $50 a cord. They only lit it when company came. Fortunately the stove was set up
with an old fashion vertical copper hot water tank so they had a good source of hot water in the
kitchen and bathroom. That first winter Barbara became very proficient in operating the coal
stove and keeping it burning all night. It wasn't until several winters later that they put in a gas
furnace, sunken into the living room floor.

Things were pretty rough that first year and in many ways life at Owls Heard was quite
rustic. All the side roads were dirt and the road bridges were wooden. Ed told me there was an
old farmer on North Shore Drive who lived alone, and took a horse and carriage to town. By
this time when they first moved to Maine, they were pretty much out of money and Ed's first
job was at Holmes Packing in Rockland pushing racks of sardines into the smoke room, for
which he received $1.25 per hour. Next he ran one of two boats for the Drew Corporation, the
Lottie M., the other was named the Jack, a 40 footer with a Buick engine. They dragged kelp
off Matinicus. He received $1.80 per ton and they could carry 5 to 6 tons. The Drew
Corporation processed the kelp and shipped it off in barrels. Ed did that in July and August of
1949. He was supplied with a helper do to the deck hand job and cut the rocks off the dragged



up kelp with a machete. Ed said he was a big guy who had been a local prize fighter, but was
very gentle. He was on a work release program from the Knox County Jail and was paid $1.00
per working hour for the 3 to 5 hours of work on each trip, not much money.

Later that fall Ed went on a 14 day fishing trip to Brown's Bank in the dragger St.
George with Captain Clyson Coffin. Ed went as cook and said it was the roughest trip he was
ever on. He had an interesting time trying to be the cook and was helped out by some on board.
At the end of the trip Captain Coffin told him on the dock that he wasn't worth a share and Ed
got absolutely nothing. The Captain told him that he would get a half share if he went on the
next trip. Ed never made another trip, but remained friends with Captain Coffin years later. He
has always been friends with just about everyone.

In the fall there was a knock on the door at "Blue Spruces”. Keeper Haskin of the Owls
Head Lighthouse showed up in full uniform in the government provided jeep and announced
that he had been keeper at Great Point, Nantucket. He was the last civilian light house keeper at
Owls Head. Of course Ed and Barbara became friends with keeper Haskin and his family due
to their Nantucket connection.

The second memorable knock on the door that first winter in 1949-50, came one day
when Frank Wood came to their home, he was the surveyor and real estate broker who had sold
them the house a year before. Years before Mr. Wood had come from the Annapolis Valley
region of Nova Scotia and had subsequently bought the surveying business from the previous
owner and had done well. He offered Ed a job at a $1.00 per hour as his assistant and only
employee. Ed understood immediately that this was a career opportunity and accepted. Right
away Mr. Wood strongly suggested that Ed take a correspondence course in land surveying. He
became Frank's "Rod Man and Pack Boy" for many years. After several years he was drawing
linen plans and making blueprints, and eventually became a surveyor in his own right. It wasn't
until the state passed a law in 1953 or 54 that surveyors had to be licensed. Ed obtained his
license by obtaining letters of recommendation testifying that he had already been surveying.

In the late 1960's, Mr. Wood, who was sick and dying, offered to sell the business to Ed,
so he got a bank loan that Barbara had to sign on also, and subsequently operated the business

himself for three or four years until in the mid 1970's at which time he sold part of the business



on a buy out plan to another surveyor Donald R. Richards. Over time Ed sold the whole
business to him, which for a time became Richards & Cranston. Later it reverted to Richards
and he moved the business to Rockport. The business had been located on the third floor of the
Knox County Courthouse since the Courthouse was built about 1875. All the records are still
there today.

Ed was one of the three founders of the "Great Eastern Flying Boat Corporation". The
other two were Lincoln McRae and James Rockefeller. They bought a 170B Cessna for $5000,
with the understanding between the members that if you broke it you fixed it Eventually Ed
decided that he could afford a plane of his own and later on as the flying club expanded, the
name was changed to the Knox County Flying Club. Over time the flying club has grown and
they now have their own hangers and such. Ed has always been a member and one time owned
three separate hangers. He maintained a hanger at the club until quite recently. Today Ed is the
oldest living member of the club.

Over the years he has owned a number of airplanes. His last plane was a 172 Cessna. He
had several other Cessnas, including one that had been converted to a tail dragger so he could
land on the dirt road down the middle of Tuckernuck Island. I know as I made that trip with him
one time. At one point Ed gave up flying as he said he was getting too old and no longer trusted
his reflexes and judgment. However, much to the amazement of his friends, after several years
he bought another plane and started flying again. At one point Ed was one of only three
licensed civilian pilots over the age of 80 in the country. He finally stopped flying and those of
us who know him breathed a sigh of relief.

He has been involved in numerous organizations in the area. He helped out with the first
Rockland Sea Food Festival in the early 1950's, has been involved with the Rockland Public
Library and has been active in the Rockland Historical Society for a number of years.

Early on Ed and Barbara adopted two children Jeffery and Diana, that they raised
together. Barbara passed away in 1977 and Jeffery passed away several years ago. Later Ed
married Sally Smith and they had a fine time together for a number of years until they amicably
divorced around 1984. About this time Ed's mother came to the area when she was in her 90s

and he moved her into the Homestead at Owls Head, a local assisted living center and then later



she went to Windward Gardens at Camden. Ed was the ever attentive son taking care of her
and visiting every day at the nursing home in her last years until she died at the age of 101.

Not long ago Ed kept company with Elizabeth (Betty) Nichol for several years until she
passed away at the age of 91 in 2013. They were an item, seen frequently together just about
everywhere and they were good company for each other. Ed has never lacked for feminine
companionship and has been generous over the years helping a number of people in the area.

He has always had a great interest in boats and ships both past and present. His first sail
boat was the 27 foot Chesapeake Bateau named the Young American that he had built at
Thomaston by Vernon Tabbutt in 1950. Ed said he could afford it as Mr. Tabbutt built the boat
at his home in his spare time and only charged $2.00 per hour and then would only work up to
$100 and stop until paid. He slowly nibbled away at it over time. Ed and his family and friends
had many sailing adventures in her.

A few years later Roger Morse of Thomaston built him the hull of a flush deck cutter
Tancook Whaler for an agreed $5000. Roger got her planked up and the deck laid before the
money ran out. Then Ed had the hull trucked to Owls Head where it sat for several years in his
yard before he finished her up and launched her as the What Cheer.

Over the years he has built a number of small wooden boats in his shop, and in February

- 0of 1969 he started to build a friendship. Three years later, in 1971, he launched from his shop at

Crescent Beach, called the "Tug and Grunt Boatyard", the Ray of Hope which had been three
years in the building. Ed built this lovely 25 foot Pemiquid model friendship sloop entirely by
himself and with his helper Joe Nash. There was a feature article about her building published
in the Maine Coast Fisherman at the time. That sloop became the family yacht for a number of
years.

Ed continued building small boats and the last boat built at his "Tug and Grunt Boatyard"
at "Blue Spruces" was a replica of a 22 foot old Swampscott Dory that was found falling apart
on the beach at Tuckernuck Island, from a set of lines he lifted off the original a number of
years back in 1956.

Since he retired from the surveying business, Ed has never been bored. His career as a

surveyor has allowed him to pursue his life filled with planes and boats. He has always had a



keen interest in history, particularly maritime history. As Ed said Barbara was always very
tolerant of his interests. For many years he has been an observant presence along with his
camera at the boatyards in the area. He has had a fascination with history and using his camera
copied numerous historical photos from family albums. He was very instrumental in finding old
sailing ship photographs in area homes that he made available over the years for Frank E. Claes
of Camden to professionally copy. Many of those images and other views he collected are now

at the Penobscot Marine Museum.

Not to long ago he wrote several books including a history of Tuckernuck Island and

another of Owls Head, one on Muskeget Island and another called Tuckernuck and Muskeget

Flyways, which is about duck hunting. He further researched and wrote a booklet on his mother

called The Tuckernuck Polish Connection. He self published all of them.

In 1999 he sold "Blue Spruces" and moved a short way to Rose Hill, Owls Head where
he resides presently. His outgoing personality has made him friends everywhere. Dressed in his
dignified signature Harris Tweed jacket and often with a tie, even today at the age of 93 it is
almost impossible to go anywhere with Ed without meeting someone who knows him or
someone he knows.

Certainly Edward Coffin is a most remarkable character and a treasure to us all.

Douglas K. Lee
Rockland, February 2017
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Partial List of boats built by Edward Coffin at Owls Head

1950 17 ft. Swampscott Dory three planks, bottom and sides

1955 8 ft skiff called Tried and True

1960 21 ft. skiff, built in the shop by Oscar Crockett for Harland Hurd a
weir fisherman.

1963 16 ft. peapod that he traded to Andrew Wyeth

1964 16 ft. peapod sold to Gay of Vinalhaven

1969 15 Y2 ft Atkin skiff sold to Islesboro

1966 12 ft. skiff sold to George Emory

1971 25 ft. Friendship Sloop Ray of Hope sold to Payne of Monhegan

1974 18 ft. lobster boat for son Jeffery

1976 11 ft. lap strake boat for Bill Thon, 3/8 inch planked

1977 12 ft. flat iron skiff for R. Levine

1992 22 Swampscott Dory

1998 8 ft. flat iron skiff for George Flagner



1
'

Compiled List of Merchant Vessels Edward W. Coffin Served on

Vessel Namé

S.S. Beaurgard

S.5, Niderland

S.8. Absecon

S.S. Dorchester

S.S. Hampden

S.S. West Maximus

S.S. Cartago

S.S5. American Robin

S.S. Gulf Belle

S.S5. Sea Witch

S.S5. Hannibal Hamlin
S.S5. Hannibal Hamlin

S.S5. Ixplorer

S.S.
S.S.
S.S.
S.S.

Cristobal
Catawba Ford
Vassar Victory

Vassar Victory

S5.5. Woodstock Victory

S.S. Golden Hill

S.5.

Gulf Moon

S.S5. Gulf Peak

M.M.-mess man
0.S.-ordinary seaman
U.M.=utility man
A.B.-ablebodied seaman
3XCmate-third mate

Cargo-type

freight
coal-ore
barge

troop

coal boat
freight
troop reffer
freight
tanker

SHea Bees &
freight

freight
freight
freight
troop
tanker
troop
troop
freight
0il tanker
oil tanker

0il tanker

Time Served

Rating

3/27/42
F/1/42
9/16/42
10/17/42
2/3/43
2/18/43
2426/43
5/1/43
8/7/43
9/10/43

1/12/44
1/20/44
3/30/44
8/23/44
10/2/ 44
11/21/45
12/15/ 45
8/28/417
2/9/ 48°
3/26/48
4/20/48

4/4/42
7/31/42
9/30/42
1/9/43
2/12/4%
2/23/43
4£20/43 "
7/12/43 "
8/22/43 "
12/15/43  ®

M. M,
"5 e
0.8
U. M.
@3,
0
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3/14/44 "
5/3/44 "
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12/14/45
1/10/46
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Ed's write-up of building the Ray of Hope
Partway through the project in January 1970
\ T Y BUILDING A _ .7 HuSHIP SLOGP

I ciuca read somswhsre that rowing «vay irom your Le%t and looking back
in pride at tihe wccomplishrent of vwood to vatar is the haighth of love wfloct.
Naturally, this polat ol view is sirongly sharszd by wll Gocksiue Lowlers. As
oae ol kulne's laadlng decksiue Lowlers, wy uppetite wlivays becowss strangely
iull when vicwing the gaff rig ana the powsriul shesr of & ¥Frisadshilp Sloop.
This always lrad to & fierca usesire, which, in ny case, stortsd to siccksn
when we bagan %o build a replica of the famous 25-foot PLMAQUID.

¥e oraered har plens by Chepalie id 1953 from ¥, ¥. Norton & Co.,, H.Y, at
u cost of sig. Our boot shop on ths westsern bay, vhere we sre building, maasuras
BIcA :;'.22' £ 12" with wilasouwe cn the whols 2.6t and scuth weils. It 18 a grand
buildiag 1a wialch Lo bulld swalli crait. from the 25-foct-long workbeach, oue
Cal 528 heron Neck Light on Vinslnwvan and ﬁna cutler ilsuiss waa islends oi the
dussel ldge vheanel, whare tne rrieadshlp sioops long wpe uvesd 1o curn their
kaap.

For sarlier boat building projects before cur shop wes built, w2 used o
friend's barn floor fox loftiny linss and wiso btuilt outdoors ia = pole shed
wade o1 serap bourds coverad vwith tar aper wnd canvess and cpen on the north: .
slae. In Rocaland, an wrateur sloop Luilder constructed & ¢l ar plastic sxtensien
on Lis palap®e 1V goave hiw good sight ood scus hz2at {from the vianter's sua. The
car was lelt outacors ior {wo yzurs while building waes Loing on. "1 xnsw it
wouldn't swell wuu shrink iine wood,? 1@ swid.

Our big.est inceative for ovullding the Fovallly wcusl came fron & friendly
duck hunter who, heving bullt one for himsalf, ciisred re wn extre cast iron
w92l of <000 pousus dor 352. It was spacially uesignad along with 2i1ght hull
molids wnd pattsrns,

The planking of native 1" cedsr vus ordered first, *te allow for drying



¢ _..2..
time, It cost 5138 fof 950 faet of which 250 fe=t was an inch and & quarter
thiek tfor pioenking sround the turn of the bilpgs vhare ydu have to hollow out
to i1t the curve of the f{rames. This amount of plaﬂking aliows for numercus
15 taacs,

1 would nuve L3ksc to navs used gelvenlzza nells lor plaaciang, but the
frisncly auck hunter insisted I use averdur screws. "You will have potential
buyers visit with you leager that wey," he sald. Jt has taken 20 gross of
inch ¢nd & half by No. 12 sorews for planking. Tiis cost 299.

I drew cut teo full sizs on the shoyp floor the shaps of the keel nac all
Lhe ueudwooa, This controlisd tne it of trne wond to the tu;efed iron kesl and
Eava ne tvo sors kaeesl® The red osk iecl a4 8" x &, L&' long «ad cost 325
Triis 1s the same pood Holine fsd ouk ussd in yevcht wnd 11shing dragger consiruc-

4

tion =aa by all Lobstsr pot bullasves. Contrary %0 po.uler tonlnking, weay
Knowladgeabls warine arciiiteets hola it in high resgurd,

The uesadwood anu K2al bolts are 3/4" gulvenized iron waa were found in o
local junkyard., With thrsading end vittsd with washers and auts, tihey czne Lo
27+ tnee the oak buckbone waz fitited wid sizad aad the robbitt cut, the vhole
wssonbly was trested for wbout & wesk to o daily brushing of a wmixture compossd
of hall linse:d oil and hall turpentine, to pravent chacking of ths backbone
Gad deuawoou. Tas ok kesl to e boltsa te the 1ron kesl vas iirst redissded on
the bottom wad & 30 pound welgit shest ol tarpapsr iittsd in betue:n to insulate
the ouk irom the iron xe2ls The buckbensz upon belag bicckad up wad piutbsd to
groade, o nole wes borsd 2" desp or more 1a ius stsutep. & fusnel wes insarised
into which was pourau the turps wad Linsesa wixturs until 1t ren out the bottom
of the stsm, showing full suturation. This is ngeassary in « warn shop, ws the
vat ook whan darying out would pull off line and craci,

Now ‘h&t the backbone was up and trusd to o center line, the colds vere



pliced on station from the plan and braced off frou the shop roof and valis.
at this point of construction I would suggest that svery night bafors turning
in, in aodltion to raading the bible, ths wumateur boutbulldsr raad Chapelle's
book on boatbulldiag. Tioils voluwe will pive gooo simule dirscitioas tor
toworrow's step in wssewbling the "urk".

Two of the wost alfiicult wreus ol construction that caused strein in ny
bruin were: one, the curved transoum with 1ts guartsrbiocks, and, two, the propsr
cutting of the changing angle of ih? stera dsadwood rabbitt, I was fortuncte
in being «tie to visit sloops under construction in thsy urea and to se¢ how
professionialy handled th2se sections. I found that 1l wars wost willing to
hnelp we whea in trouble with & aifficult taesk. dever hesitote to ask advice,

The traascrm ol the ruiA UlY wodel 1s of handsoms line aad 1f propsrly
exgcuted, 1s o bsasulliyiag compliment to the whoie buwt. It was Llald cut of
1 3/4" x 5" ook on w curved reck buiit up of 2" % B" spruce Lo hold the boiled
oak traunsom irawe tou shape. Cuce es.anulied, the trasnsom was boltea to the ncrn
timber with & knes. The wolds beling in position snd the rabbitis reoughed out,
we ware raady lor the aspruce riuvbands to be sprung around the uolds to hold the
shape rigid. Once they wars nalled in position and braced off frow the flocr, we
thea turned 1o fashiloning the 1"-x-2" fromas, The onk frames ware cut frow &
iiet prain; they cost 6350, Thase wars placaed sight ot & tiwme,in a mixture of one
calion of percwatnt wati-~{reeze wna o quuntity of watsr wad wsre boilsd ior
wzbout 30 uiautes, or uatil plieble. The untl-irscze wuultive, 10r H0L6 raason,
leaves the Iraes o ancturel color whereus bolled water will ususlly turn oak
bluacks The boiling tunk wes bullt of two vid gulvanized Lot water tanks, which
were jound on thy local dump. They warz wslded together with « supportiag frave
fixed to the front sna so us to allow a fire of scrapwood to be built tenasth,

It tock wimost two days to frame the boat. Yhy harry what should be en



énjoyable procass?

T'4s o wonderful thing te have a sympathatic halper. Francls Nash, ny
superintsndent of the Tug & Crunt Boat Yard and only =upleyee, 3s ny third
&rme Ha provided the ilncentivse for much of the ¢ifficult work on this boat.
Wnen & wrogg cubt was weus, or & pigce fi1tted poorly, hils weli cnossn comudnts
gave new hopae I reccll how 1 rusned part ol the vbern ceadvwoga early in the

) oLleoct
job and Hesh's commsnt was, "lsver mind, there ja jieaty of Rood «t3il prowlug

i
in the foreast. Let's Lo (8% wus auothzr chunk.”
(na ot 4hs graostest contvibutions by the plastics industry i¢ voodsn boat

vullders is the asv Llus car body putty. This costs about 231,80 jer gquart and
Ley ke cbtuined in an sute store, Futl 17 you buy 1t frem & rarians shop, the
same thing costs 58, This puilty sets up like 1lrca wand 1o vurkablalby fiia or
plans. Using this on wany holes wad vetds I fouad gave one thi fealing of belag
&« sculptor. Tnis thought can Lscome ratner dangerous, I you stert thlaking,

L in

s

"Haybe I can tkllc bna whols boat ol Laius putty cad just wse woou dor fus
tne stove." as ol larch of this ysoar, the cloop will heve besa Luo ysars undsr
construction anu will be ail plenked vwith the clamp and shelf ia.
wooking buck at the tims spent worsing :n ithe boul - w2°K3na8 Gnd Home

wa@ekdays - we Tound ourselves teatetively drawlag ¢ ance oa the hanasone
transon = - RaY OF HOPE! This will net nocegsarily be the Jinul asme, but 1%
‘eilects ths sttitude oi tinz bullder and nils famllye. The cost Lhat va 833 to
uate is «wbout 1200,

Yo apateur boat btullasrs are Lise Loou widgilsh taa == our sireng th raall
[ [ [

shows wn2n we gat in Lol water,

mdward Y. Coffin
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